
NFL EXPANDING COVERAGE OF THE 2018 NFL DRAFT 
TO INCLUDE TWO BROADCAST & FOUR CABLE 

TELEVISION NETWORKS 

 
For the First Time Ever, All Seven Rounds of the NFL Draft to Air on 

Broadcast Television 

FOX NFL Lead Analyst Troy Aikman Joins NFL Draft Coverage 

2018 NFL Draft Airs Thursday, April 26 – Saturday, April 28 

The NFL today announced a new broadcast arrangement in which NFL Network and FOX will 
team up to simulcast live coverage of Rounds 1-3 of the 2018 NFL Draft. Additionally, the league 
has expanded its partnership with ESPN/ABC whereby ESPN2 will supplement ESPN's coverage 
of Round 1 with a separate and unique college-themed production in addition to a simulcast of 
ESPN's live coverage of Rounds 4-7 airing on ABC. 

The 2018 NFL Draft will be held Thursday, April 26 – Saturday, April 28 from AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington, TX. 

The expanded coverage gives the NFL Draft its largest audience reach ever, and marks the first 
time ever that the entirety of the live three-day event will air on broadcast television. 

Live streaming of the 2018 NFL Draft coverage will be available across devices (smartphone, PC, 
tablet and connected TVs) through the NFL app or NFL.com. Fans can also stream the live 2018 
NFL Draft through FOX Sports and the ESPN App, available for subscribers of the networks' 
participating TV providers. 

The chart below provides a comprehensive look across both linear and digital channels where 
live coverage of the 2018 NFL Draft will be available: 

 

Draft Round Where to Watch 

Round 1: Thursday, April 26 • 8:00 PM ET 
NFL Network, FOX, ESPN, ESPN2, 
ESPN Deportes; NFL, FOX Sports and 
ESPN digital properties 

Rounds 2-3: Friday, April 27 • 7:00 PM ET 
NFL Network, FOX, ESPN/ESPN2; NFL, 
FOX Sports and ESPN digital properties 

Rounds 4-7: Saturday, April 28 • Noon ET 
NFL Network, ABC, ESPN; NFL and 
ESPN digital properties 

 

"The NFL Draft is a unique event on the NFL calendar where the promise and excitement of the 
future is universally felt among fans, players and clubs," said Brian Rolapp, Chief Media and 
Business Officer, NFL. "Fan interest in the NFL Draft grows year after year, and we are excited 
for the opportunity to meet that demand with expanded draft coverage including a record six 
television networks, while deepening the relationship with our trusted broadcast partners ESPN 
and FOX." 

NFL Draft coverage simulcast on NFL Network and FOX will be produced by NFL Network and 
feature co-branding, as well as a mixed team of NFL Network and NFL on FOX on-air 
personalities. Pro Football Hall of Fame quarterback, three-time Super Bowl champion and FOX's 

https://www.nfl.com/draft/home
http://www.nfl.com/nflnetwork/main/network/watch


lead game analyst for NFL coverage Troy Aikman joins live coverage of Round 1 of the 2018 
NFL Draft, alongside NFL Network's Rich Eisen, Mike Mayock and Daniel Jeremiah, and 
Stanford head football coach David Shaw. Additionally, FOX's lead college football game 
analyst Joel Klatt joins pre-draft coverage of Rounds 1-3, as well as live coverage of Rounds 2-
3 on Friday, April 27, which also features NFL Network/FOX talent Charles Davis and Peter 
Schrager, and NFL Network's Chris Rose. 

"The opportunity for FOX to help shape the stories that are told around such an energetic and 
optimistic time for NFL fans is definitely a place we want to be," said Mark Silverman, President, 
FOX Sports National Networks. "Using Troy and Joel, two of the best analysts in the business, 
serves the NFL Draft audience in a new and fresh way." 

In its 39th consecutive year presenting the NFL Draft, ESPN's coverage will include a first in 2018 
as College GameDay – college football's longest-running and most-celebrated pregame show – 
will make its first visit to the NFL Draft. On Thursday, April 26, a special two-hour College 
GameDay (5:00-7:00 PM ET, ESPN) will originate from the NFL Draft Experience outside AT&T 
Stadium prior to Round 1, part of ESPN's unprecedented 26 consecutive hours of NFL Draft 
coverage leading into Round 1. Then at 8:00 PM ET, GameDay will be part of ESPN2's college-
themed viewing option of Round 1, supplementing the traditional pick-by-pick coverage on ESPN. 
On Friday, April 27, GameDay will have another one-hour special (5:00 PM ET) before the draft 
telecast of Rounds 2-3 airs on ESPN/ESPN2 at 7:00 PM ET. ESPN Deportes will also carry a 
Spanish-language telecast of Round 1, while Rounds 2-3 will air in Spanish on ESPN3. 

"ESPN has presented the NFL Draft for nearly 40 years and we take great pride in finding new 
and exciting ways to continue to elevate and differentiate our coverage," said Burke Magnus, 
ESPN Executive Vice President, Programming and Scheduling. "The draft is the perfect 
intersection of college football and the NFL, so giving fans the opportunity to experience Round 
1 through the lens of College GameDay makes perfect sense. Building off the success of our NFL 
Wild Card and Pro Bowl simulcasts, we are also excited to present the NFL Draft on ABC for the 
first time with Saturday's coverage of Rounds 4-7." 

The 2017 NFL Draft on NFL Network and ESPN/ESPN2 delivered a combined 2.9 HH rating and 
4.6 million viewers across NFL Network and ESPN/ESPN2, up +2% and +6% respectively versus 
2016. The 4.6 million viewers between NFL Network and ESPN/ESPN2 made the 2017 NFL Draft 
the second most-watched NFL Draft behind 2014.  

 

ABOUT NFL MEDIA 

NFL Media is comprised of NFL Network, NFL Films, NFL.com, the NFL app and NFL RedZone. 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, fans turn to NFL Network to receive information and insight 
straight from the field, team headquarters, league offices and everywhere the NFL is making news. Launched in 
2003, NFL Network gives fans unprecedented year-round inside access to all NFL events, including the Super Bowl, 
Playoffs, regular season, preseason, Pro Bowl, Pro Football Hall of Fame induction weekend, NFL Draft, NFL 
Scouting Combine, Senior Bowl, league meetings, minicamps and training camps. 

For fans on the go, all NFL Network programming can also be streamed live on smartphones through the NFL app, 
as well as other digital platforms through Watch NFL Network on tablet (Watch NFL Network and NFL on Windows 
10 apps), PC (NFL.com/watch), Xbox One and Xbox 360 (NFL on Xbox app) and other connected TV devices (NFL 
app on Apple TV, PlayStation 4, Android TV and Amazon Fire TV). Watch NFL Network access is available for NFL 
Network subscribers of participating TV providers. For more information, go to NFL.com/nflnetwork.  

ABOUT FOX SPORTS 

FOX Sports is the umbrella entity representing 21st Century FOX's wide array of multi-platform US-based sports 
assets. Built with brands capable of reaching more than 100 million viewers in a single weekend, FOX Sports 
includes ownership and interests in linear television networks, digital and mobile programming, broadband platforms, 

http://nfl.com/
http://nfl.com/watch
http://nfl.com/nflnetwork


multiple web sites, joint-venture businesses and several licensing partnerships. FOX Sports includes the sports 
television arm of the FOX Broadcasting Company; FS1, FS2; FOX Sports Regional Networks, their affiliated regional 
web sites and national programming; FOX Soccer Plus; FOX Deportes and FOX College Sports. In addition, FOX 
Sports also encompasses FOX Sports Digital, which includes FOXSports.com and FOX Sports GO. Also included in 
the Group are FOX's interests in joint-venture businesses Big Ten Network and BTN 2Go, as well as a licensing 
agreement that established the FOX Sports Radio Network.  

ABOUT ESPN 

ESPN, Inc., The Worldwide Leader in Sports, is the leading multinational, multimedia sports entertainment company 
featuring the broadest portfolio of multimedia sports assets with over 50 business entities. Based in Bristol, Conn., 
with 4,000 employees (7,000 worldwide) ESPN Plaza includes 950,000 square feet in 16 buildings on 123 acres (116 
contiguous), with additional office space (400,000 sq. ft.) rented nearby. The company is 80 percent owned by ABC, 
Inc., an indirect subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company. The Hearst Corporation holds a 20 percent interest in 
ESPN. 

 


