
 
 

 
 

FOX SPORTS NOTES, QUOTES & ANECDOTES 
 

One for the Record Books: 2009 NFL on FOX Season Reaches New Heights 
 

FOX Sports Continues Reign as America’s No. 1 Sports Network for 13th Straight Year 
 

Coaches Corner: Johnson & Billick Break Down NFC & AFC Playoff Picture 
 

NFC Wild Card Battle: Sunday on FOX 
Packers Travel to the Desert to Take on the Cardinals 

 
2009 NFL ON FOX SEASON REACHES NEW HEIGHTS; SMASHES AUDIENCE RECORD – The 
complete 2009 NFL on FOX regular season averaged 19.1 million viewers, smashing the previous 
NFL on FOX record of 18.2 million set in 1995 by almost one million viewers and more than two 
million more viewers than a year ago (17.0 million).  As for the household ratings, 2009 averaged an 
11.4/23, the NFL on FOX's best average rating in 14 years (12.5/29 in 1995), and a +9% gain over 
last season's 10.5/22.  NFL on FOX NATIONAL GAMES had a remarkable 2009 season and currently 
rank as television's highest-rated and most-watched program in any day-part for the season-to-date. 
This season's National Games, the 4:15pm games on the NFL on FOX's nine doubleheader dates, 
averaged an enormous 15.5/28 and over 26.2 million viewers, both new NFL on FOX records. 
Compared to other marquee NFL windows, the NFL on FOX National Game out-rated CBS's National 
Game by +14% (vs. 13.6/26 through Week 16) and NBC's Sunday Night Football by +31% (vs. 
11.8/19 through Week 16), margins that will increase when Week 17 games are included.  While NFL 
on FOX National Games air only nine times per season, this year it supplied over 27.5 hours of 
programming, more than a full season of most original hit primetime series. 
 
FOX SPORTS NO. 1 SPORTS NETWORK FOR 13

th
 STRAIGHT YEAR – FOX Sports continued its 

position as the nation’s leading producer of big event sports finishing 2009 as America’s No. 1 sports 
network for the 13th straight year, according to Nielsen Media Research.  All sports-related programs 
on FOX averaged a 6.1/13 household rating/share, with an average audience of 10 million viewers. 
FOX Sports out-distanced second place CBS (3.9/9, 6.2 million) by +56% in rating and 61% in 
audience; ABC (3.0/7, 4.7 mill.) by 103% and 113%, respectively, and ESPN (0.7/2, 1 mill) by 771% 
and 1000%, respectively.    
 
NFL ON FOX: WILDCARD WEEKEND – FOX Sports’ coverage of its 16th NFL postseason begins 
Sunday, Jan. 10 (4:00 PM ET) when Aaron Rodgers and the Green Bay Packers take on Kurt 
Warner and the defending NFC Champion Arizona Cardinals. NFL on FOX’s lead broadcast team of 
Joe Buck, Troy Aikman and Pam Oliver are joined by Chris Myers to call this matchup from 
Glendale, Arizona. The winner moves on to the divisional round to face either the Vikings or the 
Saints next week on FOX.  
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Coverage begins at 4:00 PM ET with America’s most-watched pregame show, FOX NFL SUNDAY.  
Terry Bradshaw and Curt Menefee co-host the Emmy Award-winning program and are joined by 
analysts Howie Long, Michael Strahan and Jimmy Johnson.  The crew is joined by NFL Insider 
Jay Glazer who presents the latest league news and scoops in the FOX NFL SUNDAY studio and 
comedic prognosticator Frank Caliendo contributes his weekly “Frank’s Picks” segment. This week, 
reporter Pam Oliver talks to the defending NFC Champion Arizona Cardinals to find out if they can 
make another trip to the Super Bowl. Also, Bradshaw breaks down the progression of Green Bay 
quarterback Aaron Rodgers and how much he’s grown from last season to this season. 

 

For instant updates during the week and games from the entire NFL on FOX crew, follow us on 
Twitter at http://twitter.com/NFLONFOX. Fans can gain more access to exclusive FOX Sports content 
by logging on to www.facebook.com/foxsports and www.myspace.com/foxsports. 
 
GAME                         PLAY-BY-PLAY/ANALYST/SIDELINE           TIME   
Green Bay Packers at Arizona Cardinals     Joe Buck, Troy Aikman                           4:30PM 
                                                                                        Pam Oliver & Chris Myers 
University of Phoenix Stadium – Glendale, AZ 

 

HAS NFC’S NO. 1 SEED RUN OUT OF STEAM FOR PLAYOFF RUN? – FOX NFL SUNDAY 
analyst and Super Bowl-winning head coach Jimmy Johnson looks at the unique position New 
Orleans finds themselves in heading into the playoffs – The No. 1 seed in the NFC coming off three-
straight losses to end the season. “Losing three games going into the playoffs is not good. But I don't 
know if it would have been better for the Saints, already set with home-field advantage throughout the 
playoffs, to throw their starters in there to try to win a meaningless Carolina game last week. What if 
the Saints had lost with their starters playing?  All it could have done is cause dissension and possibly 
lose an invaluable player.  The Saints have to prepare for a run at the Super Bowl. I don't think having 
momentum is that important when you have a bye. If you are going to play the next week, momentum 
is more valuable. The Saints can sit back and really prepare for your first playoff opponent.” 
 
WHICH CARDINALS TEAM WILL SHOW UP FOR PACKERS REMATCH? – Green Bay makes a 
familiar trip for their first-round playoff game this Sunday, right back to where they finished the season 
– in Arizona against the Cardinals. FOX NFL SUNDAY analyst Jimmy Johnson examines which 
Cardinals team will show up this Sunday. “The Packers played great on Sunday in Arizona so 
momentum should help them a lot. Arizona has been a Jekyll and Hyde team all season. The 
Cardinals have played some stinkers at home.  Maybe getting beat as they did might embarrass them 
just enough to make them play better. Maybe losing as they did will make them mad. Obviously, 
Green Bay is going back to Arizona with some confidence.” 
 
For more from Jimmy on how the absence of Wes Welker affects the Patriots click link below:  
http://msn.foxsports.com/nfl/story/Johnson-Welker-big-loss-for-Patriots-010310 
 
 
BILLICK: “IN THE PLAYOFFS EVERY TEAM HAS A LEGITIMATE SHOT AT SUPER BOWL” – “I 
think every team playing this weekend and the top two seeds in each conference has a legitimate shot 
at making a run at the Super Bowl,” said NFL on FOX analyst Brian Billick.  “There are obvious 
hurdles to overcome. The top two seeds are the top two seeds for a legitimate reason.  But we can go 
through the top two seeds in each conference and find some chinks in the armor that could be 
exposed.” 
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Billick’s Playoff Break Down 
Jets:  “The Jets are a very dangerous team. With a rookie quarterback, you have to question it a little 
bit but then you look at Joe Flacco making the AFC Championship game last year. They lead the 
league in defense and running the ball and I wouldn’t dismiss any type of team that plays that good on 
defense and runs the ball effectively.  As long as they don’t turn the ball over they’re going to have a 
chance.” 
 

Bengals:  “The way they are running the ball and the defense that they’re playing makes them a 
viable threat.  Although I think they’ll need to get more out of Carson Palmer and the passing game.” 
 

Chargers: “San Diego is the best team in the league right now.”  
 

Cowboys: “Dallas has clearly been one of the most talented teams now for a while.  They’re playing 
with confidence and a little more unity which is a scary combination.” 
 

Patriots: “How do you dismiss Tom Brady and the New England Patriots?”  
 

Ravens:  “I think Baltimore is an extremely dangerous team.  The balance that they have with the run 
and pass plus their defense playing the way it does gives them a legitimate shot in the playoffs.” 
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